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Brothers, 
     This is a couple of months late, but I want to say how humbled and honored I am to 
be chosen to lead this great state for a second year and to be able to represent all of you 
as the State Deputy. Thank you to the delegates throughout the state that have shown 
your faith in me. And I know that my fellow State Officers have the same gratitude. I also 
want to thank the Past State Deputies on the nominating committee for having the 
confidence in me to nominate me for this second term. Not only have they shown their 
confidence in me, but they have been a tremendous source of knowledge, 
encouragement, and inspiration as I have carried out my duties. 
     Let me say that whatever success we enjoyed last year, and we enjoyed a lot despite 
the coronavirus wreaking havoc on everything we planned, was due to all of you and 
your efforts. No matter what we asked of you, nor how difficult the task, you came 
through. We say it over and over, but we cannot stress it enough – we may be the State 
Officers, but YOU are the State Council. You are the Foot Soldiers doing all the work. We 
just provide the guidance. THANK YOU! And, hopefully soon, we will be able to start 
meeting in person again, so that I can thank you personally. 
     Once again, I say to all of you, my Brother Knights, we have a huge task ahead of us, 
with much to be done. First and foremost, as always, is membership. I know you may get 
tired of hearing this over and over, but we need to grow the Order in New Jersey. 
Brothers, we are a relatively older jurisdiction. That’s just how it is in our state. When I 
first became a State Officer in 2013, there were over 63,000 members in New Jersey. 
We are now at 60,000. That’s a decrease of 3000 members in 7 years! We cannot 
sustain losses like that very long. And the pandemic is making it that much more difficult. 
     But the upside is that we have a lot of weapons at our disposal that we have not had 
in the past. We have the Online Degree, the free dues incentive (expired 8/31, but 
hopefully might continue), The Leave No Neighbor Behind Campaign, and many more. 
That last one alone has been responsible for many men joining our Order around the 
country. We need to use every tool we have and do it soon. Please don’t wait until “the 
time is right,” or the pandemic is over. We do not have that luxury. 
     We, at the State Council, are helping as best we can, most notably by running 
periodic ads in the Diocesan newspapers. But you need to do your part too. I realize it’s 
not easy with all the restrictions still in place. But it can be done. Illinois was one of the 
hardest hit states, but they are leading the Division 1 Jurisdictions by using every tool 
that they have. We may not be able to run Church Drives. But you can engage your 
Pastor and ask him: 1) How can you help him; and 2) Can you put a flyer or a short blurb 
in the weekly bulletin. And don’t forget to ask him if you can post a notice on the Parish 
Website. If you need help with some ideas, talk to your Diocesan Membership Chairman. 
He is there to help you. 
     Also, think about what programs can still be run despite the pandemic, and start 
planning on which ones you want to run once the pandemic is over. Before you know it, 
June will be here, and you are going to want to be positioned to earn the Columbian 
Award. But you have to start now. 
     I hope you and your families enjoy whatever is left of the summer. Stay well, stay 

safe, and stay active. Thank you for all you do 

.    Vivat Jesus, 

Vincent Tavormina,  State Deputy 

 

Vincent Tavormina 
State Deputy 
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Dear Brothers, 

   Again, I hope this article finds you and your family 

safe and well.  

   As the summer comes to an end, hopefully you 

have thought about membership. As we discussed 

previously, Supreme has set NJ’s quota for 2,010 

new members. As I write this article, we have 

brought in 65 new members. If every council brings 

in 7 new members, we can easily meet this goal.  

     Supreme had extended the free online 

membership offer, we had ads in English, Spanish 

and Polish. Hopefully, you saw them, and your 

council used them in your church bulletins, websites 

and social media pages. We had some good results 

with the original offer. Hopefully, we will see the 

same or better results with the extended offer. The 

offer was in honor of the Beatification of our 

Founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney which will be on 

October 31, 2020.  

   Supreme has suspended the scheduled degrees 

online but has continued the on demand CUF 

degrees online and we are looking at returning to 

degrees in person with social distancing and 

degrees via zoom. Your District Deputy will have 

more information.  

   This year we will be holding the Diocesan 

Membership meetings in virtual and in person 

formats. Either way is a great format for you to meet 

with and ask questions of the membership team. 

These meetings are also quite informative. The 

dates are listed below   

Camden -September 30th (via Zoom) 

Metuchen - October 1st, (via Zoom) 

Newark - October 10th - (in person)   

Trenton – September 24th (via Zoom) 

Paterson – September 29th (via Zoom) 

   As always if you have any questions or comments 

please reach out to me or any member of the 

membership team. We are more then happy to help 

and assist you  
 

Christopher Duffett, FDD 

Membership Director 

Online Exemplification Procedures 
 

The process for inviting candidates to 
participate remains the same: 
 
¶ Councils should forward the 

downloadable PDF invitation to all 
eligible prospects for admission and 
advancement (Click here 
for English, Spanish and French). 

¶ Note that they will need your council 
number to complete the registration. 

¶ Instruct the candidates to register for 
the on-demand exemplification by 
clicking on the "View Now" link within 
the PDF invitation and filling out the 
online form. 

¶ Contact the candidates to guide them 
through the registration if needed. 

¶ Candidates then participate in the 
ceremony, which starts immediately 
after registering. 

¶ After the ceremony, councils must 
process the candidates by submitting 
form 100s the traditional way or 
electronically in Officers Online. 

¶ This invitation is intended for new and 
advancing members. Existing Third 
and Fourth Degree members can 
watch the ceremony 
at videos.kofc.org/exemplification. 

  
Note that candidates for admission must be 
approved by your council. See the 
temporary rules for electronic voting (click 
here for English, Spanish, French). 
Councils must file a form 100 for all 
candidates who complete an online 
exemplification. For clarification on the 
difference between the On-Demand 
Ceremony and Online Membership (Online 
Join), click here. 
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* PLEASE NOTE ð ALL MONTHLY REPORTS ARE DUE 

AT THE STATE COUNCIL OFFICE 

ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 
 

      Be sure to make a note of the activities that are 

scheduled for  the next several mont hs. Click the specific 

activity [hyperlink ]  to obtain more information, details 

and forms. Log -in required  

September 2020 
Sept 7 ~ Labor Day ς Fly your Flag 
Sept 8 ~ BlŜǎǎŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
{ŜǇǘ мм Ϥ tŀǘǊƛƻǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς Fly your Flag 
Sept 14 ~ Birthday of Daniel Rossi, Ph. D., PSD 
Sept 18 ~ Air Force Birthday ς Fly your Flag 
Sept 20 ς POW/MIA Recognition Day- Fly your Flag 
Sept 26 ς Fr McGivney Documentary on Facebook/YouTube  
Sept 27 ς Birthday of Raymond Sands, ST 

October 2020 
Oct 4  - Rosary Rally ς Mt Laurel  
October 6 ~ Birthday of Andrew Lipenta, VSM, PSD, FM 
Oct 11 ς Rosary Rally ς Clifton  
Oct 12 ς Columbus Day 
Oct 13 ς U.S. Navy Birthday ς Fly Your Flag 
Oct 16 ς Birthday of W. James White, FSD, PSD  
Oct 25 - Fr McGivney Documentary on Facebook/YouTube  
Oct 30 ς 170th Anniversary of Newark Diocese founding 
Oct 31 ς Halloween 

November 2020 
Nov  8 ςExemplification 4th Degree ς 2nd District  - Tentative 
Nov 22 ς Exemplification of the Patriotic Degree ς 1st NJ District 

Nov 26 ς Thanksgiving Day 
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Please forward this 
Newsletter to all your council members. 

 

 WWW.NJKOFC.ORG 

 
  

 

http://www.njkofc.org/
http://www.njkofc.org/fileadmin/user_upload/njkofc/pdf/Media/Sign_Up_For_State_E-Newsletters/E-Newsletter_INDIVIDUAL_Request_Form_5-14-2014.pdf
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       The State Council sponsors a retreat each year in 
October at the San Alfonso Retreat House in West Long 
Branch, New Jersey.  It is “A Center for Christian 
Renewal”, conducted by the Redemptorist Fathers and 
Brothers.  The motto for the retreat house is “Where God 
and Sea Come Together.” San Alfonso is the official retreat 
house for the New Jersey State Council, and has been since 
the 1920s!!!   

The date for this year’s State Knights of Columbus 

Retreat is October 23 - 25, 2020. 

THEME OF THE RETREAT: 

CHOOSING TO LIVE IN PEACE 

     "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 

give it as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 

and do not be afraid." John 14:27 

    These retreats will invite us to come back to our center in 

God and be drawn into the peace of Jesus, so that we might 

be peacemakers in our world. 

  The State Retreat is not meant to infringe upon or disrupt 

any local council’s scheduled retreat; indeed, you are 

encouraged to have your own retreat! Please send an e-

mail or a post card with the # of knights attending your 

retreat and the place and date to the State Chairman. 

     The State Retreat is held for those members who cannot 

attend their own council’s retreat, or who may wish to attend 

more than one or any other reason.  Retreats for your own 

council should be arranged early so that reservations can be 

made without disappointment. Appoint a retreat captain for 

your group to coordinate this activity. Send a Twenty-Five 

Dollar ($25.00) NON REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT for each 

Person with the registration form to the State Chairman. 

Make checks payable to San Alfonso Retreat House. Arrival 

Time: Friday 4:00pm. Supper is served from 6:00 pm to 7:30 

pm. Departure Time: Sunday 1:00pm after Lunch. 

Donation: $240.00 per person total (less $25.00 deposit = 

$215 per person payable to: San Alfonso Retreat House) 

DEADLINE for REGISTRATION: OCTOBER 8, Date of 

Retreat: October 23 thru 25, 2020. 

* Because of the difficult financial times, the Retreat House 

bills have dramatically increased. They depend, more than 

ever, on contributions from our retreatants, Councils, 

Assemblies, Chapters, and Federations. Please seriously 

consider donating or donate more that the stated stipend. 

NEW: We are also offering a SATURDAY-ONLY RETREAT 

(ONE-DAY, Oct 24) at a cost of $75.00 which is NON-

REFUNDABLE. Please fill out the Retreat Form, select 

“SATURDAY-ONLY”, and send a $75 check.  For 

further information, contact the State Chairman 

Joseph M Orosz, FDD 

     The idea of this program is to invite each family in 

your parish to consecrate themselves to the Holy 

Family. This revitalizes our parishes by urging our 

parish families to devote themselves to the ideal model 

of familial love set by Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

     To help families live out the joy of Christ, Supreme 

Chaplain Archbishop William Lori has composed a 

prayer through which families will come together to 

consecrate themselves under the protection of the Holy 

Family. In this prayer, we ask for the aid or intercession 

of the perfect son Jesus Christ, Mary the perfect 

mother, and Joseph who is a model for every father. 

Councils will guide their parishes and community to 

understand and offer this important and impactful 

prayer, which also gains a plenary indulgence for all 

who participate. Preparing for the Consecration to the 

Holy Family is not a single event. It is choosing a way of 

life for your family. Through this consecration, each 

participant is consciously choosing to be a beacon of 

God’s love through His Church. 

     Work with the Pastor, obtain his permission to 

arrange a date for the conducting the program, which is 

usually around the Feast of the Holy Family (Dec 27 this 

year). Announce the date at your Parish and also via 

local news outlets and on social media. Order a good 

quantity of the Consecration to the Holy Family Prayer 

Cards from Supreme. Give the prayer cards out at your 

Church the week before the consecration weekend, 

leave a supply in your Church vestibule. The 

Consecration to the Holy Family will take place at each 

Mass, but shouldn’t stop there.  

     After the Masses, consider hosting an event in the 

Parish Hall. Remind everyone that although the 

Consecration has taken place during Mass, devotion to 

the Holy family should continue and we should always 

strive to resemble their ideal model of a loving family. 

     Ask your members to wear their KofC shirts and 

pocket badges, promoting your Council in a good image 

for prospective members. Photgraph the event and post 

the pictures to your Council website, send the in to the 

state website and local news outlets and social media.  

For more information contact: 

John Brower, FDD 

 

http://www.sanalfonsoretreats.org/
http://www.sanalfonsoretreats.org/directions
http://www.sanalfonsoretreats.org/directions
mailto:jmorosz@comcast.net
mailto:njkofcdd@gmail.com
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Worthy Brothers, 
     I know that each Council and District Deputy are looking for 
ways to get their programs started.  Even though we are now 
into September, it is never to late to figure it out.  I would highly 
recommend that each Council and each District Deputy begin to 
watch the INTO THE BREACH Video Series.  It is located on 
the Supreme Website and each episode lasts about 12 to 13 
minutes.  This video series will give you a starting point for your 
programs and provide you with a lot of important knowledge 
regarding the FAITH IN ACTION Programs. 
Remember that with our current quarantine situation it makes 
our endeavors that much more challenging.  
Additionally, there are adjustments that have been put in place 
by Supreme to make our program year successful.  
      One of the changes is to the Family Programs that are 
continuous from month to month.  Family of the Month is a 
featured program meaning that if you do a Family of the month 
for each month (July 2020 through June 2021) as well as 
nominate a Family of the year your Council can use this 
program for 2 of the 4 programs needed in the Family Program 
Category. It is especially important that you report on this 
program each month by completing the online form 10784.  
Supreme is working to make these forms easier to complete and 
submit.  This form is probably your most important one, as it not 
only reports to Supreme, but it will also report to the State. 
Please make sure you include the State Program Chairman, 
Christopher Ege, FDD at mustangknight@hotmail.com. 
     Additionally, there is always a need for food.  So, keep this in 
mind and consider doing a Food for Families Drive.  This is 
also a Featured program and can be used for 2 of your 4 
program requirements in the Family category.  All you need to 
do is donate either money of food.  For every $500.00 or 1,000 
pounds of food donated, the Supreme Council will refund $100 
back to the Council – up to a maximum of $500 per Council per 
Fraternal year.  Please make a point to file the appropriate 
reports to the Food for Families chairman, Brother Edward 
Visinski shvejv@verizon.net or call him @ 609-915-7942. 
     Consider that every FAITH IN ACTION Program starts with a 
BREACH.  What do I mean by this?  Take the COATS FOR 
KIDS Program for example.  If we did not have families who do 
not have the resources to provide warm coats for their kids, we 
would not have a need for the COATS FOR KIDS Program.  But 
we do have a need for this program so fill this Breach by doing 
a Coats for Kids Drive. Contact the Coats for Kids Chairmen 
Robert Morgan, PGK at bobmorgan@optonline.net   Order your 
coats now so you have them in time.        
     The Hockey Challenge begins shortly and youth who are age 
10 to 17 can participate.  Please see the Hockey Challenge 
Playbook 10853 for all the details.  We are working on a State 
Chairman for this program and will advise all Councils once we 
have identified one. 
     Remember through your program’s development and 
implementation our Councils are ñPATRIOTS PROTECTING 
ALL GODS CHILDRENò  
     As always, we are only a phone call or e-mail away. 
Vivat Jesus, 
Scott Williams, FDD   
NJ State General Program Director 

  
 

 

Faithful Sir Knights, 

     Summer is winding down for the youth of 

America on their way back to attending school.  

Drive carefully, as some sort of school, 

hopefully, will be opening. 

     I would like to congratulate all the State 

Officers who have been re-elected for the 2020-

2021 Columbian year.  Our prayers are with you 

during this pandemic situation we are all dealing 

with. We shall overcome whatever gets thrown 

at us. 

     Many assemblies have had their officer’s 

installations or will have them in the coming 

months. To those who have stepped up to guide 

your assemblies “Congratulations!”  Also a “Big 

Thank You” for a job well done to all the officers 

who have guided their assemblies this past 

pandemic year. 

     The First District will be trying to have a 

“hands” on Exemplification on November 22, 

2020, to be held at the “New” LaNeve’s 

Restaurant in Haledon.  The Second District will 

also try to have theirs in November 2020.   

     Now is the time to recruit “New” Sir Knights 

and to step up and support your church’s as they 

are currently having a hard time, as we all are, 

due to the pandemic.  Do what you can!  

Remember, people are all stuck at home, 

crawling the wall, with no place to go, so treat 

each other with “kid gloves”.   

     On behalf of the First and Second District 

Masters, Vice-Supreme Master, Andy & Marie 

Lipenta, we hope that each and every 3rd Degree 

Knight will join the 4th Patriotic Degree this 

November. 

Paul Pinkman 

1st NJ District 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:willkall@verizon.net
mailto:bp1412@aol.com
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Brother Knights,  

   I hope you are enjoying your summer. It is hard to 

believe it is almost over!! 

   Worthy Grand Knights, I encourage each of you 

to appoint a Community Director. There are over 25 

Community Programs and we are introducing 

another one for our youth – the Hockey Challenge. 

Please take time to review the Grand Knights 

manual and become acquainted with the many 

programs that are available. After completing a 

program, please report your results to the State 

Program chairperson. Let us know how active you 

and your councils are in the community!!! 

   I mentioned the Hockey Challenge earlier. It is 

run similar to the Soccer and Free Throw 

championship with winners at the council, district, 

regional and state levels. If you are interested in 

learning more about it, please let me know.  

   Another great program we offer is the Senior 

Citizen of the Year. Please reach out to Jan 

Williams for additional information.  

   Also, I’d like to mention a program we should all 

be considering as it will be here before you know it 

– our Send a Hero Home for the Holidays 

program. It is never too early to start discussing it 

and participating in it. Contact Tom Ponting for 

additional information.  

     If possible in your area, one of the programs 

usually run this month is the Soccer Challenge. 

With the school year about to get under way, this 

might be a good program to run in your area to try 

and help the community feel a sense of normalcy. 

Something to help the kids get back to their usual 

routine during the school year. Contact State 

Chairman Vito Pulito, DD for further details 

  Thank you all for your continued service to our 

Order.   

   If you have any questions, please feel free to 

reach out to me or to any of the program chairmen.  

Please stay safe and well! 

Fraternally,  

Rob Wright, FDD 

NJ State Community Director 

 

 Worthy Brothers 
    While we continue our Faith Journey, I pray that you 
and your families are healthy during these months as 
we fight the atrocious Coronavirus. 
     Although so many of us are cloistered in our homes, 
it is a time when we can relax and pray the Rosary. As 
the Month of October approaches, we should all think of 
Our Mother Mary and pray the Rosary.  There are many 
things that we can ask Mother Mary such as to bless our 
national leaders with the wisdom to solve America’s 
complex problems. We need to stop waves of sacrilege, 
blasphemy and anti-religious hatred within our society 
such as to end abortion, pornography, same-sex 
marriages, and all other offensives against the laws of 
God. Therefore, let us Brother Knights gather our 
councils and join us at one of our two Rosary 
Rally’s.  One rally will be in South Jersey on October 4, 
2020 at the Cistercian Monastery in Mount Laurel, New 
Jersey.  The second Rosary Rally will be at North 
Jersey on October 11, 2020 at the Holy Face Monastery 
in Clifton, New Jersey. Please join our brother Knights 
as we pray the Rosary on the peaceful and serene 
Monastery grounds. 
  Just a reminder, October is also our K of C State 
Retreat at San Alfonso Retreat House in West Long 
Branch, New Jersey.  This is a beautiful location on the 
ocean where we can pray for our families, friends, and 
those who are especially suffering from the Covid 19 
dilemma. 
   I cannot recommend enough for our Councils to look 
at the Into the Breach video series.  This series is 
designed to assist each Council on their yearly journey.  
If you have any questions about this program please 
contact Jim Vargas, PGK   
   Do not forget to keep in mind the Sacramental Gifts 
Program.  This program allows your Council to support 
families during the most important events in their life in 
the Domestic Church: the Sacraments. As children and 
adult members become more integrated into the life of 
the church and their parish, they should know that 
members of the Knights of Columbus will always be 
present in a tangible and meaningful way. The Supreme 
Council has suggested gifts, available online through 
Knights Gear, for Baptisms, First Communions, 
Confirmations, and Marriages. Although the Supreme 
Council offers preselected gifts, councils are 
encouraged to create and distribute their own gifts for 
this program. Some items are available through the 
Keep Christ Before Us Program. 
     The  Faith Program team and I stand ready to assist 
all our Councils in the State with whatever questions or 
concerns you may have.  Please contact any of us as 
we are all listed in your directory, which is available 
online. 
VIVAT JESUS! Robert Lynch, FDD Faith Director 
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     The influx of the Irish had not confined themselves to Jersey City. During the same 3 decades, from 1830 to 1860, Irish 

Catholics filled the various districts within the borders of Newark, the city on the Passaic River. Before laying tracks for the 

railroad, many Irish workers had labored on the Morris Canal, a plan to “link the coal fields of Pennsylvania with the iron 

mines of Morris County, and the iron mines with the market of Newark and New York’’. When the canal was completed in 

1829, more projects were planned. There were roads to be built, rails to be laid, factories to be constructed. Immigrants 

were labeled “Irish” indicating foreigners, intemperate or imprudent.  

     Regardless of the labeling, employers needed workers. Peter Ballantine opened a massive new plant along the Passaic 

River in 1847. The Lister Brothers operated a fertilizer plant along the same river, making Newark renowned for its 

production of phosphate of lime. Edward Balbach started a metals refinery, recycling gold and silver from sweepings from 

the floors of many jewelry factories. New Jersey Zinc Co. produced a steady supply of zinc oxide for paints, while Samuel 

Smith made Newark the “Varnish Capital” of the United States. Besides big business, there were the hat makers, weavers, 

tanners, blacksmiths, the sweat shops, the drays and the docks.  

     Seth Boyden employed his inventive skills and imagination to expand his tiny Newark shop on Broad St. In 1819 he 

invented an improved method for making patent leather and malleable cast iron in 1826. In turn he built locomotives for 

the Morris and Essex Railroad in the 1840’s. When John Dryden reached Newark in 1873 to sell life insurance, “he was 

appalled by the workingman’s lot. The worker, achieving little in life, left his survivors destitute when he died.” Other major 

kife insurance companies boasted of millionaire clients, Dryden linked his future to the downtrodden. His start-up company 

was at first called the “Widows and Orphans Friendly Society”, but in 1875 assumed the more familiar title of “Prudential 

Friendly Society” 

     The enthusiasm of Catholic Laymen eager to join the Knights of Columbus seems evident. We do not know the exact 

date when Newark Council 150 received it’s Charter. In 1896, the new Council under the elected leadership of Grand Knight 

Joseph M Byrne formed the swell of Irishmen who heard about this organization. Byrne and a younger ember, James 

McKenna, were elected delegates to the first State Convention held in Newark. The enthusiasm of those in Jersey City 

spread swiftly. Word that an all Catholic laity were invited to join the ranks of the Knights of Columbus quickened the 

interest, while the fraternity of John Cone and the networking of Thomas Cummings, the National Organizerof the KofC, 

began to bear fruit in Hoboken.  

     On April 10, 1896, a small group of men met at the home of Dr Michael Foley to discuss what they had heard about the 

KofC. Details about the members forming Councils in Jersey City and Newark were shared as well as the availability of 

insurance for the members and their families. Although the details about the Degrees of knighthood were not disclosed, 

the delight and encouragement of the Knights in other Councils caused much excitement. On the following Sunday, April 

12, at Fisher Hall on Hudson St, Hoboken Council 159 was instituted and th members were initiated by District Deputy John 

Cone and the Degree Team from Jersey City Council 137. Joseph V Clark was elected Grand Knight of the newly formed 

Council and announced the first regular meeting would be held on Thursday, April 30, when the elected Officers would be 

Installed. All the Brothers were encouraged to attend. Following that announcement, the customary banquet to celebrate 

the occasion welcoming the new members and those that witnessed the initation from the Jersey City Council. District 

Deputy Cone welcomed all who had come and all who had joined “this vital organization of laymen in New Jersey!” He also 

expressed his regret that he could not install the new Officers and would ask DD Ward of New York to act on his behalf. 

     As Newark’s population increased, the demand for regional control intensified. The residents of The Oranges demanded 

local jurisdiction in 1806:     “The advent of Catholics into the Oranges coincides with… the separation of Orange from 

Newark and its incorporation as a township in 1806. By this time, a “building boom” had started and he population 

increased from hundreds to thousands. The inception of the Morris and Essex Railroad project occurred and was effected in 

1835 and with it came a notable number of Catholic laborers. The completed railroad was of no use to them for Sunday 

trains were expressly omitted from the terms of the Charter. So there was nothing for Catholic Families living between 

Orange and Newark to do but trudge on foot to St John’s Church on Mulberry St.” 

 To be continued in the October edition of the Crusader 
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  It has been said and repeated many times that 
recruiting through Online Membership is the 
easiest way to bring in new members. Yes, it 
doesn’t get easier than that!  With a little more 
than 3 years into the OLM PROGRAM or e-
Membership, we’ve accomplished much. The 
Knights, in total, have brought in almost 12,000 
this year and over 21,000 since we started in Feb 
2018. Since the beginning of online membership, 
our order has continued to see an annual 
increase of 30% because of this method of 
recruitment. Our goal of 584 for online 
membership this year also represent a 30% 
increase over last year. 
     I’ve been involved from its beginning and have 
to say Supreme is very serious about OLM – so 
serious that they’ve set up OLM teams based on 
Jurisdictions to share ideas and 
accomplishments.  
     On a recent OLM call with Supreme, New 
Jersey was mentioned three times, applauded for 
our effort’s and others were encouraged to follow 
our early processes. Therefore, it is our intention 
to get our DD’s more involved once again with 
OLM in helping our local councils achieve their 
goals.  It is also very important to make certain 
our GA’s and FA’s are involved.  Remember, no 
council can get Star Council without insurance 
members. Ultimately, as a team, we’ll help your 
council achieve the Awards it deserves. 
     I can speak for an entire day about OLM. In 
fact, I believe the key to successful recruitment 
has always been EXCITEMENT and 
ENTHUSIASM. I sincerely believe OLM IS the 
excitement that’s going to make a HUGE 
difference in our recruiting.  Brothers, we’re all on 
the same team!  Communication is a two-way 
street!  If you’re looking for some of that 
enthusiasm, call me anytime.   
     One final note! This is still a very new method 
of recruiting.  Contact me or any member of our 
OLM team with ANY questions. We’ll get you the 
answer to assure your success. Set your goals 
and go for it!   
     Our team by diocese: Joe Baker – Newark 
Archdiocese and Paterson; Bill Horton – 
Metuchen, Trenton, Camden. We’re in the 
directory.  
Vivat Jesus! 
Ken Genco, FDD,  
NJ OnLine Membership Director 
 

Evolving Technology 

 As of July 1, 2020, the state website located at 

(www.njkof.org) took on some visible, and invisible 

features: 

1.  Supreme eliminated the old 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
individual Degrees and replaced them with a 
single Charity, Unity, Fraternity Degree (CUF). 

2. We reworked the reporting form, and now the 
CUF Degree can be reported by the Grand Knight 
or the Financial Secretary. 

3. “Mapping” the Degree location relies exclusively 
on the address entered on the Degree Request 
form:  The location field MUST follow standard 
address format – Building number and street, 
town, NJ Zip Code (5 digits). 

4. We began using a new e-mail delivery system – 
Constant Contact.  PLEASE do not click 
“unsubscribe”. Whitelist www.njkofc.org, and 
check your SPAM folder often.   

5. We try very hard to not overwhelm you with e-
mails, but there is a lot of important mail and 
information to communicate. 

Passage of Time 
 Last Spring, we lost one our long-serving 
members, Former District Deputy George French.  He 
served as Chairman of multiple Programs and most 
recently as Director of Community Programs.  George 
joins his dear wife, Dorothy, who died a number of years 
ago.  They will both be missed. 

Help Needed 
 To paraphrase Former US Secretary of Defense, 
Donald Rumsfeld, “We don’t know what we don’t know”. 
 Due partially to features & benefits that have 
been added over the years; partially to the technological 
requirements of the programs and projects we are asked 
to support; and in large part, “virtual” meetings and 
more e-communications than ever before, the website 
has grown from a sustainable one-man operation to a 
Communications “team”! 
 FDD Martin Boyle joined me last year as an 
Assistant Webmaster, which evolved to being the Chief 
Information Technology Officer.  Unfortunately, Marty 
needs to focus on personal issues, effective August 31st. 
 I have an immediate need for assistance from 
Brother(s) to help relieve the pressure, ideally, with 
equal or better  knowledge than myself,  Please call. 
Vivat Jesus!!!   

Bernie Ernst, FDD,  

NJ State Council Webmaster 

mailto:kgenco48@gmail.com
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Greetings Brothers,  

     The days are getting shorter and autumn will 

soon be upon us. We are still dealing with many 

restrictions because of Covid but we are 

pressing on, doing what we do as Squires; 

Serve God, Serve our fellow man and have fun 

while we do it. 

     Some recent events include: 

¶ A Squire run food drive, where over 800 

pounds of food and almost $600.00 in gift 

cards and cash donations were collected 

for a local food pantry 

¶ A joint circle rafting trip on the Lehigh 

river attended by over 30 Squires and 

their families 

We are making plans for some upcoming events 

such as: 

¶ Our fall retreat 

¶ A Squire run car wash that will accept 

credit card payments to help with social 

distancing. 

¶ A craft/vendor sale to support a circle’s 

charitable giving. 

¶ A new circle monthly newsletter  

 
     Our circles are working hard to do whatever 

they can to keep busy during the pandemic but 

as things open up so are our circles. If your 

council doesn’t have a circle perhaps you 

should consider starting one because there is 

no better way to grow your membership than by 

growing your own Knight! 

God Bless and thank you for all your support. 

Esto-Dignus- Be worthy  

Tom Rohe  

Columbian Squires/Squire Rose Program 

Director 

 
 

My fellow Knights, 

     Normally, each year at this time, we are brought 

back to reality, summer is over, vacations, if you were 

able to go anywhere, are mostly finished. We now face 

“Back to School” advertisements, and in most cases 10 

months until our next vacation.  

     This year however, due to the virus, we may not 

have a ”normal” fall, but that doesn’t mean we can’t do 

some of the things we have done in the past. The 

weather will start cooling off a bit and traffic in shore 

areas should get back to what passes for “normal”. Try 

to enjoy the next few weeks with your friends and family, 

you only have a few weeks left for the 3 “B’s”, 

barbecues, beaches and backyards. 

     This falls right in line with Supreme’s “No Neighbor 

Left Behind” program. While we still must social 

distance, there is nothing saying you can’t host a small 

gathering in your backyard with family, friends and 

neighbors. They have been enduring the same issues 

you have, and might like to spend some time with 

someone they don’t live with. Wear masks, keep your 

distance but enjoy the company of others. 

     I have been spending time doing what I can to make 

2 retired priests a little more comfortable in their homes, 

and I get something out of it also. I get the satisfaction 

of knowing that I made a difference in their lives. I do 

what I can to make their lives easier, whether it means 

taking their laundry to be done, shopping, going to the 

Post Office for them, or just sitting and talking. You 

would be surprised how much you would get out of 

something like that. These guys have lived through 

some of American History that you and I haven’t, and 

their stories can be inspiring. Just like their homilies, 

their memories hold a message and make you think . 

     The 2020-2021 NJ State Directory has been sent to 

the printer and hopefully will be distributed in a few 

weeks. This year has been tougher than most for those 

collecting the information from Councils, some of whom 

have not been meeting regularly. I would like to thank 

the District Deputies for their help, some of whom 

helped by collecting the information from Councils not in 

their Districts. I also thank the FDD’s that helped again 

this year, couldn’t do this without your help. 

     As happens every year, some of you will open it to 

check your information and some will find an error. It 

happens! Simply send me an email informing me of the 

error and I will update the online version of the book, as 

well as apologize for the error. Diocesan Directories will 

also be available on the State website once I receive the 

information from the Diocesan Coordinators running the 

programs in your areas.      

John A Gazis, FDD  Crusader Editor 
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State Deputy Vincent Tavormina, along with the entire NJ State Council and the Newsletter Staff, would like to 
take this opportunity to send ALL councils best wishes on their Charter Anniversary.  
    May your council continue to grow and do good deeds for many more years to come!  Let’s continue to grow 

our Order, expand our programs and continue to be “Anchored in our Charity and FraternityΗέ 

   

[NOTE: Due to the large number of anniversaries in certain months, we may have to limit the publishing list to 

the names of councils celebrating their 25th, 50th, 75th and 100th Anniversary in some months. When there is 
adequate space for more, we will include all Councils] 

 

COUNCIL NAME TOWN CHARTER DATE

11213 St Maria de la Asuncion Elizabeth 9/1/1993

5611 Msgr Thomas U Reilly Spring Lake Hts 9/8/1964

3495 Bishop McLaughlin Morris Plains 9/9/1952

2396 Lyndhurst Lyndhurst 9/10/1922

3560 Madonna Maria Sea Isle City 9/11/1952

257 New Brunswick New Brunswick 9/12/1897

2188 St Thomas More Westwood 9/12/1920

5324 Cardinal Newman Matawan 9/12/1962

3352 Mater Christi Williamstown 9/21/1950

6306 St Paul the Apostle Highland Park 9/21/1971

7647 St Therese of Lisieux Cresskill 9/22/1980

16566 Santa Margarita Morristown 9/22/2016

816 Mary, Queen of the Knights Neptune City 9/30/1903

3451 St Vincent de Paul Mays Landing 9/30/1951
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