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The Cavalcade
Levine Family Fundraiser
On January 31, 2019, Maryann Murray-Levine was in a tragic accident. As a result of the various
injuries sustained, Maryann suffered a bilateral amputation of both legs. The Murray-Levine family
was suddenly facing financial hardship. The community rose to the occasion with the Knights of
Columbus leading the way.
James E. Stoever, NJ State Treasurer, and his wife, Lady Marlene, led the charge as they went out
and secured Ginger Ninja Productions to highlight a fundraiser events with professional comedians
to host a Maryann Murray-Levine Comedy Night Dinner and Gift Auction at St. Mary’s School in
Middletown, New Jersey.
In all, the fundraiser brought in approximately $16,000.00 for Maryann Murray-Levine. The night
saw tears, some laughs, many gift prizes, great food, but most of all, we were proud to share the
Knights of Columbus hallmarks of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity on a night where everyone became
family!
God Bless the Knights of Columbus for what they do and we thank Taliercio’s Ultimate Gourmet, St.
Mary’s School, and the Middletown Community for coming together. Please keep Maryann MurrayLevine and her family in your prayers.
Donations can still be made as follows:
Checks can be made out to K of C
6552 Levine Family Fund.
And sent to:
Colin P. Casey, DD
Levine Family Fund
80 Stephenville Boulevard
Red Bank, NJ 07701

The CavalCade
Disabled Fund Drive

Admission Degree In Princeton

The Annual Fund Drive, April 26-28, conducted by
Knights of Columbus Mother Seton Council #5427,
Township of Washington, raised $21,250 to aid developmentally disabled children and adults. Donations
of $11,250 were collected from car to car by Brother
Knights. Drivers and passengers at the intersections
of Pascack Road and Washington Ave (near Seasons)
and Pascack Road and Ridgewood Road (near
Bacari Grill) were particularly generous, gracious, and
patient. Shoppers at the Washington Town Center
responded in similar fashion. A special thank you
goes to Brother Knight Kevin Lynch, Oritani Bank
CEO, for the very generous matching grant of
$10,000 from the ORITANIBANK Charitable
Foundation.

On Wednesday, March 13th, Princeton Council #636
held an Admission Degree at St. Paul’s Church in
Princeton. Every degree is unique, in its own right,
but this one was truly special.

Mother Seton Council received a plaque for the second best performance in the 2018 drive. Thanks also
go to Drive Chairman Ed Garland and the dozens of
brother knights who spent hours “shaking the can.”

This degree also had a touching moment when Grand
Knight Bendas announced that his grandson was
part of the class. When Tyler Doyle, a senior at Notre
Dame High School, took his degree, he became a 5th
generation Knight from the Bendas family. Tyler was
also presented with the Grand Knights personal
rosary which he received when he took his 1st
Degree back in 1964. Hopefully this rosary will continue to be passed down to future generations to
come.

Mother Seton Council uses the donations collected
to give back to the local communities from where it
came. This year the money raised will be given to the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Catholic Community Services
Felician School for Exceptional Children
Heightened Independence and Progress, Inc.
Holy Cross Center of Learning
New Concept for Living
New Jersey Special Olympics
Spectrum 360
Spectrum for Living
The ARC of Bergen-Passaic

Of the 11 candidates joining the Order that evening,
10 of them were between the ages of 18 – 20.
Princeton Grand Knight Joe Bendas and the Council
have been working with the young men of the parish
and the community for many years. They get them
involved in many of the Council activities even while
most of them are still in high school. Once they graduate or turn 18 the normal progression for most of
them is to join the Order for which they have worked
so hard and volunteered so much of their time.

Congratulations to Joe and the Council for their continuing effort to stay an active part of both the parish
and the community, and their efforts to bring younger
men into the Order.

Download a copy of The Cavalcade from our web site: www.njkofc.org.
Please forward all Cavalcade articles to:
Ron Kist, Jr. c/o Otis Graphics Inc., 290 Grant Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
E-mail: printing@otisgraphics.com 201-438-7120 Fax 201-438-5546

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER 15, 2019.
Please share this copy of The Cavalcade with a Brother Knight.
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The CavalCade
Citizens Drive

Testimonial Dinner

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Council
#6203 held its 2019 Special Citizens Drive on April
25th, 26th, and 27th. Over $3,100 was collected during the three-day fundraiser by canning at local businesses.

On Saturday, April 6, Knights of Columbus Mother
Seton Council #5427, located at 79 Pascack Road
in the Township of Washington, held its 16th annual Testimonial Dinner to honor four individuals who
have made significant contributions to the community. The 2019 honorees are:
Sean Dunn – WT Recreation Programs

The Knights would like to thank the following local
businesses for allowing them to collect in front of
their stores: Shop Rite, CVS, Super Stop and Shop,
Dunkin Donuts, Bagel Pantry, Quick Check and
Witty’s.
100% of all proceeds collected will be donated to
various organizations that support mentally handicapped citizens. During the past 18 years over
$210,000 has been donated by the South Plainfield
Knights of Columbus Council to various organizations to help better the lives of these special needs
citizens.

Roberta Hanlon – Board of Education
Peggy Ann Mendler – Church and Community
Activities
Tom Sears – WTFD, and Veterans and Community
Activities

The Knight would also like to thank each and every
resident who have supported this drive over the
years.

Attending the dinner to present various forms of
recognition were representatives from all levels of
government, the Knights of Columbus, and Our
Lady of Good Counsel Church, our local parish.
The government officials were Catherine Best, representing Congressman Josh Gottheimer, State
Senator Gerald Cardinale, State Assemblywoman
Holly Schepisi, State Assemblyman Robert Auth,
County Undersheriff Dave Borzatta, Township
Mayor Peter Calamari, Council President Michael
DeSena, and Councilman Steven Cascio. Knights
of Columbus representatives were State Deputy
Robert Hatler and Grand Knight Fran Sullivan. Rev.
Stephen Cinque, pastor and council chaplain, Rev.
Ray Rodrigue, and Deacon Bob Glasner represented Our Lady of Good Counsel Church.
The Dinner Ad Journal raised $4,000 that will be
distributed to charities selected by the honorees,
which are Special Olympics New Jersey,
Tomorrow’s Children, Villa Marie Claire Hospice,
and St. Athanasio's Church.

Attached picture shows Knights member Robbi
Matusz and his son Mateo canning outside Dunkin
Donuts.

Pictured, left to right, are State Deputy Bob Hatler,
Honorees Roberta Hanlon, Peggy Ann Mendler,
Tom Sears, Sean Dunn, and Grand Knight Fran
Sullivan.

Co-Chairmen Tom Robertson and Harold Bolton
would like to thank all of the Knights’ members and
their family members who collected for this drive as
well to Brother Knight Charlie Butrico for managing
the letter writing campaign that asks local businesses
for donations.
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The CavalCade
Scholarship Awards

College Bound Kids

On Tuesday, June 18th the South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 handed out their 2019
Scholarship Awards. $1,750 was given out to the
worthy children and grandchildren of South Plainfield
Knights of Columbus Members. All money given out
was raised from the Knights of Columbus Fundraising
activities throughout the year

Nine high school graduates received scholarships at
St. John Neumann Parish, Califon, and at St. Joseph
Parish in High Bridge. St. Joseph Council 10627
Knights of Columbus in High Bridge awarded five
Joseph F. Labuta Memorial Scholarships at St. John
Neumann Parish and four at St. Joseph Parish. The
St. Joseph Parish Altar-Rosary Society awarded two
additional scholarships at the High Bridge parish.
The awards were based upon students’ academic
achievements and participation in parish, community
and school activities.

Chairman of the Scholarship Committee Gerry
Butrico and Grand Knight Joe Wilkowski would like to
congratulate the following 2019 Scholarships winners.
Sarah Adlassnig - Sarah is the daughter of 4th degree
Knight Carl Adlassnig. Sarah has supported many
different Knight's events over the years and has also
volunteered with School and Community events. Carl
is a very active member of the Knights; he runs the
Lenten Fish Dinners place mat fundraiser, and is in
the 4th degree color corps.
Alexia Wargacki - Alexia is the granddaughter of
Knights member Tony Wargacki. Alexia has volunteered her time over the years with events at Sacred
Heart Church and many Community events. Her
Grandfather Tony is a past Knight of the Year and has
supported the South Plainfield Knights for many
years. Tony also greatly supports the Keystone
Community residents and attends the monthly
Special Citizens Lunches at Holy Savior School.
Lauren Niemeyer - Lauren’s grandfather was a Past
Knight of Columbus. Lauren currently attends
Koinonia Academy and will be attending Franciscan
University in the fall. Lauren has helped out serving at
the fish dinners, and has volunteered with the Rosary
Altar Society at Our Lady of Czestochowa Church.

Pictured from left to right are Grand Knight Joe
Wilkowski, Sarah, Alexia and Lauren and Gerry
Butrico Scholarship Chairman

St. Joseph Parish Altar Rosary Scholarships were
awarded to Victoria Raefski who will attend Marist
College and Katie Ziegler who will attend Immaculata
University.
At St. Joseph Parish, Joseph F. Labuta Scholarships
were awarded to Alexander Acevedo who will attend
Raritan Valley Community College, Jack Ayotte who
will attend Raritan Valley Community College, Jason
Knoll who will attend Virginia Tech., and Sher Mylbern
Mariano who will attend Raritan Valley Community
College.
The Knights’ scholarships at St. John Neumann
Parish went to Jessica Brynildsen who will attend The
College of New Jersey, Madison D'Avella who will
attend The College of New Jersey, Kelly Fraine who
will attend Lebanon Valley College, Gwendolyn King
who will attend Misericordia University and
Mia Ranallo who will attend Rutgers University.
Kelly Fraine graduated from Sage Day School in
Mendham. The other eight students graduated from
Voorhees High School in Califon.
The Knights’ scholarships are presented in memory
of Joseph Labuta, one of the founding members of
St. Joseph Council.

L-R: Knight Mario Bernardo, Rev. James Kyrpczak,
Administrator, St. Joseph Church, Victoria Raefski,
Katie Ziegler, Jason Knoll, Alex Acevedo, Jack
Ayotte, and Knight James McCloskey.
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Hamilton Vocation Program

Food Drive

Hamilton Council 6213 expands it's Vocation grant
program this year. The Council has continued it's
annual grants to local seminarians in the Trenton
Dioceses.

Knights of Columbus Mother Seton Council #5427
of the Township of Washington, NJ, held its annual
spring food drive on Saturday, June 8, in the
Township. Grand Knight Fran Sullivan commended
Jim McPeak and Chuck Merlo, Food Drive CoChairmen, for another successful food drive and
thanked the Township residents who once again
generously donated 250 bags of food and non-perishable items. In addition, monetary donations of
$300 were made. The donations were delivered to
the Helping Hands Food Pantry in Hillsdale and St.
Andrew’s Church in Westwood.

But this year they have added to the grant program
supporting seminarians in the Country of Tamil Nadu,
India. A member of the Hamilton Council, Rev. Father
Eugene Savarimuthu requested support from his
council for his ongoing mission in India to support
three of that countries local seminarians through the
Saint Joseph's Trust he had formed in the United
States.
The St. Joseph's Trust, under the guidance of the
Spirit endeavors to envision, educate and empower
the poor and the marginalized in order to give them
ample opportunity to better themselves in all aspects
of their lives that hinders their growth and enables
them to be productive members of the society.
This Trust, under the helpful hands of those who
would offer their time, talent, and treasure from the
USA... endeavors to initiate, enlighten, and proclaim
the good news of the Gospel to enable those, who
have no opportunity, to rise above the obstacles that
keep them from being a valued and integral part of
the society.
The Trust endeavors to serve others in the spirit of
truth. To celebrate the realities of our faith through
the realities of our faith through the empowerment of
self-worth by education, leadership-training, and
helpful counseling skills, so that they would commit
themselves to both proclaiming and promoting social
justice around the world.

In the photo above is (L) Director of Vocations James
Dionne, PGK, Rev. Father Eugene "Gene"
Savarimuthu and Brother Knight Bob Hope, Chair of
the event to fund this contribution.
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Co-chairs Merlo and McPeak said, “Jimmy and I
would like to say thanks to everyone who donated
their time to help and, of course, to the generosity of
the people of Washington Township who donated
food. It’s always nice to see people come together
for a good cause.”
Sullivan offered, “My sincere thanks to all who
donated and to my brother knights, their family
members, and boy scouts from Troop 321 who
worked on the drive. I especially thank Kevin Lynch,
CEO of Oritani Bank, whose ORITANIBANK
Charitable Foundation contributed $1,000 to cover
the cost of printing and mailing our food drive flyer
that was delivered to all Township residents.”

Pictured in the photo outside the K of C Pfliegler
Pavilion are the Mother Seton knights and their
many helpers.

The CavalCade
40 Cans for Lent

Mother Seton Scholarships

Over 1/2 Ton of food was delivered by the Knights of
Columbus Bishop Edward T. Hughes Council #15540
of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Three Bridges
to the Flemington Food Pantry.

Knights of Columbus Mother Seton Council #5427 in
the Township of Washington held its Scholarship
Awards Night, May 30, at the Council Hall, 79
Pascack Road. The Council recognizes students who
are related to members of Mother Seton Council, for
their scholarship and extracurricular involvement.
Four High School seniors were awarded scholarships
this year. Gabriella Licini, Academy of the Holy Angels
High School, was awarded the $1,000 Mother Seton
Council Scholarship. She will attend Marist College to
study Digital Design. Dylan Cipolla and Sarah Levy,
Westwood High School, and Christopher Dugan,
Bergen County Academies, were awarded $1,000
Picarella Scholarships. Dylan will study engineering
at the College of New Jersey and Sarah will study
Environmental Science at the University of Maryland.
Chris will attend Princeton and major in Chemical
Engineering.

Food cans were collected over the 40 days of Lent,
delivered on Monday, April 22, 2019.

Pictured delivering the cans are brothers Ed Kotch,
Jack Sullivan, Tom Pacifico and Frank Lieto.
Accepting the donation is Tom Pryor, Pantry
Volunteer.

Thanks to Paul Elterlein for chairing the scholarship
committees. Mother Seton Council contributed
$63,200.

International Free Throw
Abby has been to the State Finals 3 times, winning
the State Championship as a 9 yr old and as an 11 yr
old, she was beaten by a 10 yr old by 1 shot.
Pictured left to right are Paul Elterlein, Gabriella Licini,
Chris Dugan, Sarah Levy, Dylan Cipolla, and Grand
Knight Fran Sullivan.

Council 6735 Founder’s Day
MARCH 29, 2019

Today we celebrated our wonderful Knights of
Columbus St. Peter's Council #6735 on their
#6735 on their Founder's Day. We had a
p Founder's Day. We had a special presentation during
Mass to thank them for their tireless service to our
school and parish. Afterwards the Knights spoke to
our students to let them know all about being a
Knight and the importance of service.

Attached is the picture of State Warden Elect Russ
Petrocelli and Silvio Sartori, FDD, presenting 11 yr old
Abigail Hahn with the trophy for winning the
International Free Throw Tournament.

Page 5

The CavalCade
Culture of Life
Program Director
Brothers:
As we start a new Columbian Year, we continue to be
faced with challenges. Despite having a Pro-Life
President, we still fight at the state level against proabortion politicians, and the media, to be heard and
understood on Life issues. We have truth on our side
but being heard and being understood are extremely
difficult with the roar of the opposition drowning us
out.
At the Grand Knight’s meeting in June, I spoke about
how important it is to be a good Messenger for the
Pro-Life Message. If we are ever going to turn hearts
and get our society back to a Culture of Life, we need
to be able to communicate effectively with those that
have been misled into believing that abortion isn’t
murder because the unborn aren’t people; they are
merely pieces of the mother’s body that can be safely
and ethically removed.
Every person who describes themselves as “ProChoice” and in favor of the abortion option does so
for a reason. We need to discover that reason if we
are ever going to be successful. Author Stephen
Covey, in his book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective
People, tells us: “Seek first to understand, then to be
understood.” Find that reason, understand it, and
convince that person that you do. This establishes
rapport and allows you to hone in your argument to
what will change their thinking.
We must acknowledge that the mother’s choice is
difficult (because it is); we must recognize that a
woman who has been raped has been put through a
horrible, unimaginable ordeal (because she has); and
we must realize the desperate economic reality of the
woman who can’t see how she will ever be able to
afford to care for and raise a
child (because she can’t). Only
then, after seeking to understand her difficulty, pain, and
frustration, can we speak to the
life issue facing that woman and
gently, lovingly convince her
that Life is the only true choice.
As I also said to our council
leaders, our programs speak for
themselves in many ways. An
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ultrasound image of her child, brought to the mother,
conveys a powerful message. The 100,000+ diapers,
200,000+ wipes, and $100,000+ donated, speak to
our dedication to help that woman raise that child
when she doesn’t think she can. The 50+ pregnancy
care centers we support show her that she will get
the medical care that she needs, and the open arms
of Good Council Homes, Several Sources Shelters,
and Rafael’s Life House, assure her that she will have
a home.
But, unfortunately, this is not enough to turn the
hearts of our society towards Life. We must be good
messengers, because at the end of the day, Catholic
Advocacy is what will accomplish our goal, and we
must focus on that. Write letters to the editor, submit
press releases on your donations, engage with people on social media, call your legislators and let them
know how you feel and how you vote! Carry out your
programs, then deliver your message with your
strongest Catholic Voice! If you do that, we will be
successful!
Vivat Jesus!
Steven J. Richardson, FM
Culture of Life Programs Director
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The Power of One

The CavalCade
State Membership Chairman
Dear Brother Knights:
A dear friend of mine has been known to say, on
occasion, “Don’t Blink”. As my time as the State
Membership Director comes to a close, I would like to
thank all of those who helped to grow the Order here
in New Jersey; especially the members of the State
Membership Team, the District Deputies, Grand
Knights, and the Council Membership Chairmen.
Membership growth is truly a team effort and any success that we achieved could not have been attained
without all of those who assisted in this endeavor.

and I wish you a peaceful and relaxing summer and
thank you all for your support these past two years.
VIVAT JESUS!
Russell D. Petrocelli, FM
StateMembership Director
“Anchored in our Charity and Fraternity”

We have had a strong push in membership during the
month of June and we encourage all of those councils
to continue to strive for Star Council. Please make
sure that all necessary forms (#185, #365, #1295,
#1728, etc…) are submitted in a timely manner.
Please do not take the summer off! The summer
months are an opportunity to pick up new prospects.
Please remember those men who may have just completed the RCIA process. Review the names that you
collected in your recent Church Drives and invite them
to one of your council programs (i.e. summer barbeque). Show them what the Knights of Columbus is
all about and what we do. By seeing Knights in
Action, they will be more likely to join.
In closing, I would like to thank our State Deputy
Robert Hatler for asking me to serve as the State
Membership Director and all of the Brother Knights
who contributed to the growth of the Order. I wish
much success to the next administration and know
that the mission of State Membership will prosper
under our new State Membership Director
Christopher Duffett.
As for the upcoming year, I look forward to working
with my brother State
Officers,
District
Deputies and Grand
Knights in my new position as State Warden.
Thank you to all who
showed their support of
me and the other 2019 –
2020 State Officers by
electing us to represent
all of you at the convention. May God Bless you
all! My wife Elizabeth

State Deputy

(continued from page 2)

Knight of the Year – Bernie Ernst (Mr. 24/7), FDD, PGK PFN
from Council 10899, Toms River, NJ
District Deputy of the Year – DD #48 Tom Perrotti from the
Camden Diocese.
Many other awards were presented during our meeting on
Friday (Policeman, Firefighter, EMT, Senior Citizen of the
year and many youth and charitable awards as well.) We
congratulate all who received these awards and challenge
other councils to strive for awards in the coming year. Many
awards and certificates will be presented at local council
events in the future. It was a great weekend with so much
accomplished and recognition noted over the weekend.
In closing Brothers, I want to express my sincere gratitude
as your State Deputy for all you do in your Church,
Community, and Councils to promote the Knights of
Columbus! It has truly been a humbling honor and privilege
to lead this great state council over these past two years! I
hope to see many of you in the future at council and state
events. God Bless all of you and your families!
Vivat Jesus,
Bob Hatler, State Deputy
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The CavalCade
State Deputy

General
General Program
ProgramsDirector

Brother Knights,

Brother Knights,

We have just concluded another very successful State
Council Convention in Wildwood, NJ. I am pleased to say
that we had a great convention with so much accomplished.
I congratulate the new State officers for being elected to
their new positions guiding the State Council for this
upcoming 2019 – 2020 fraternal year. These officers are:

General Programs had an outstanding fraternal year, and
this was demonstrated in the recent Awards Presentation
on 5/17 at the State Convention where 190 awards were
announced and 95 plaques were presented for outstanding
accomplishments in the State's General programs. See the
Awards List and the Annual General Programs Report summarizing the numerous extraordinary accomplishments on
the State Council website. Many thanks to each of the
award-winning councils, as well as the officers and membership of ALL participating councils, for your immense
support and unwavering dedication in performing such selfless service to help others. It is so inspiring to just look
through this issue of the Cavalcade for a small sampling of
these outstanding charitable works and meaningful programs that have positively impacted the lives of so many
individuals and truly made a difference!

Vincent Tavormina – State Deputy
James Stoever – State Secretary
Raymond Sands – State Treasurer
James Sweeney – State Advocate
Russel Petrocelli – State Warden
I’d like to start this message by thanking Almighty God for
the presence of Bishop Dennis Sullivan of Camden and
Bishop Paul Bootkoski, our State Chaplain and Bishop Kurt
Burnett who celebrated the opening and closing Masses
along with other visiting priests. Bishop Sullivan spoke of all
the great works we do as Knights and encouraged us to
continue! Bishop Paul encouraged us to continue the good
works we do for our Church and communities.
We were honored to have Supreme Senior VP in charge of
Marketing and Agency William Murray and his wife Clare join
us for the weekend representing the Supreme Knight. As our
guest speaker Saturday night, we had Rev. Fr. Jim Wallace,
the rector of San Alfonso’s retreat house. As a special guest
we had Ms. Colleen Ciecura a NJ Special Olympics athlete,
with us who spoke on the Special Olympics and thanked the
Knights for our continuing support.
Special thanks to State Advocate Ray Sands and his committee for a great job in organizing things for the two days of
Convention. From start to finish, they did an outstanding job
with coordinating the meeting facilities, our banquet and
Masses at Notre Dame De La Mer parish. Ray also enabled
the delegates to move into the twenty first century by linking
resolutions and reports through internet hookups.
This year we presented our “Special” State Council awards
at our banquet dinner
Saturday evening to:
Chaplain of the Year - Fr.
Charles O’Connor, pastor of
St. Cecilia’s Council 7046,
Monmouth Junction, NJ
Family of the Year – The
Connelly family from Mary
Immaculate Council 12769,
Secaucus, NJ

(continued on page 3)
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Congratulations, especially, to the councils winning the
prestigious State Service Program Awards (STSP):
Faith Category: "Divine Mercy Pilgrimage For Persecuted
Christians"
Msgr. Joseph F. Loreti Council 3240, Roselle Park, GK
Vincent Bonassisa, Sr.
Family Category: "Annual Turkey Bowl to Send a Soldier
Home for Christmas"
St. Joseph Council 3402, Keyport, GK John Gaffney
Community Category: "Annual St. James KofC Lenten Fish
Fry"
St. James Council 6336, Jamesburg, GK Kevin Esposito
Life Category: "Movie 'Unplanned' Fundraiser for March for
Life Buses"
St. Joseph's Council 10220, Somers Point, GK Edward Roff
In closing, it has been an honor and privilege to
serve our Order as the State Council General Program
Director. Many thanks to our State and Council Chaplains,
State Deputy Bob Hatler, all the State Officers and PSDs,
Deputy Program Director Scott Williams, all the State
Directors and State Chairmen, District Deputies, Grand
Knights, and ALL Brother Knights and their families. Best
wishes for continued success to our newly-elected State
Officers, and all of our Order's leaders throughout this great
state. By working together in unity and fraternity, our faithfilled programs and charitable outreach will continue to
bring spiritual growth to each of us, comforting hope to
those in need, and immense joy and fulfillment in giving to
others. May your faith be strong as you keep up the great
work and may God bless you for all you do for our Order
and for our Catholic Church. Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
Martin Boyle, FDD
State Program Director
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